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Understanding the Background

The Trust Registration Service (TRS) was
introduced by HMRC in 2017 as part of the UK’s
implementation of anti-money laundering
measures. Initially, the requirement to register
applied only to 'express' trusts — those
intentionally created, as opposed to those arising
by operation of law — that had a UK tax liability.
These trusts were required to provide accurate,
up-to-date information about the trust and its
beneficial owners electronically via the TRS.

An express trust is typically established through
a written deed or declaration and is used for a
wide range of purposes including estate
planning, family wealth protection, or managing
assets on behalf of minors or vulnerable
individuals. From its inception, the TRS
represented a significant administrative
responsibility for trustees, who became legally
obliged to ensure timely and accurate
compliance.

Expansion of the TRS Under Anti-Money
Laundering Rules

Since its introduction, the TRS has undergone
significant changes. In response to the Fifth
Money Laundering Directive, the scope of the
TRS was extended in 2022 to include a much
broader category of trusts. This expansion means
that most UK express trusts — even those
without a UK tax liability — must now be
registered unless they meet specific exemption
criteria.
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The revised rules also brought certain non-UK
trusts into scope. Trusts established outside the
UK must register if they have at least one UK-
resident trustee and either acquire land in the
UK or enter into a business relationship with a
UK-based adviser such as an accountant or
solicitor In some cases, trusts with no UK-
resident trustees must also register if they
acquire land in the UK.

When and How to Register

The deadlines for trust registration depend on
the trust's status and date of creation. Any
taxable UK express trust should already be
registered. Non-taxable express trusts that were
in existence on or after 6 October 2020 were
required to register by 1 September 2022. For
trusts created on or after 4 June 2022,
registration must be completed within 90 days of
their creation. Similarly, any changes to a
registered trust — such as a change in trustee,
beneficiary, or address — must be reported
within 90 days of the change occurring.

When registering a trust, HMRC requires a range
of information including details of the trust itself,
its settlor, trustees, named beneficiaries, and any
class of potential beneficiaries. Where applicable,
details of protectors must also be disclosed.
Trustees must also indicate whether any
individuals involved lack mental capacity. For
individuals, data such as full name, date of birth,
nationality, and country of residence must be
provided. Where legal entities are involved,
HMRC requires the entity's name, registered
office address, and their role in the trust.



How HMRC Uses the Information

The information collected through the TRS is not
made publicly available, but HMRC may release it
in limited and specific circumstances. These
include what are termed ‘legitimate interest’

requests, which involve third parties
demonstrating a legitimate interest — such as
investigating money laundering — and ‘third

country entity’ requests, where the trust
structure involves overseas legal entities.

However, certain safeguards are in place. HMRC
will not disclose information about individuals
under the age of 18, those lacking mental
capacity, or where there is a demonstrable risk to
personal safety — for instance, the risk of
extortion, harassment, or violence.

Which Trusts Are Exempt?

Despite the extended scope of the TRS, there are
still categories of trusts that are exempt from
registration — unless they incur a UK tax liability.
These include UK-registered charitable trusts, co-
ownership trusts (such as those holding property
jointly where the legal and beneficial owners are
the same), trusts holding a child’s bank account,
pilot trusts created before 6 October 2020 with
no more than £100 in assets, and trusts holding
registered pension schemes. Also exempt are
certain life insurance policy trusts, provided the
policy pays out on death and is distributed within
two years, as well as bereaved minor, vulnerable
beneficiary, and 18-25 trusts. Trusts imposed by
court order or legislation, and some commercial
trusts incidental to business transactions, may
also qualify for exemption. However, the list is not
exhaustive and care must be taken when
determining whether registration is required.

Trustees’' Legal Responsibilities

Trustees now face a legal obligation to ensure
their trust is registered and maintained in
compliance with TRS regulations. This includes
gathering and maintaining accurate information,
registering the trust within the appropriate
deadline, and updating HMRC promptly when
any relevant detail changes. Trustees who fail to
register or who do not comply with the reporting
deadlines may be subject to financial penalties.

Given the evolving nature of the regulations and
the administrative burden they place on trustees,
seeking professional advice is highly
recommended. Non-compliance — whether due
to oversight or lack of understanding — can
result in unnecessary stress, reputational risk, or
financial loss.

How Moore South Can Help

At Moore South, we provide expert guidance to
trustees, settlors, and advisers navigating the
complexities of trust registration and estate
management. Our team can help you determine
whether your trust requires registration, gather
and submit the necessary information on your
behalf, and ensure ongoing compliance with TRS
rules. We also offer advice on trust structuring
and estate planning, helping you meet your
responsibilities while protecting family wealth
and ensuring your intentions are honoured.

If you need assistance with trust registration,
updates, or understanding your obligations as a
trustee, we are here to support you. Our role is to
simplify the process, provide clarity, and act as a
trusted adviser for you and your family.

To speak to one of our specialists, please contact
Moore South today.
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